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SUBJ: CIVAIR: ICAO DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON REVISION OE 
HAGUE PROTOCOL TO THE WARSAW CONVENTION, MONTREAL, 

SEPT 1975. 

REP: A) MELBOURNE 1210 B) STATE 186136 

1. DISCUSSIONS WITH BOB EDWARDS, ASSISTANT CROWN SOLICITOR, OF 
ATG, DISCLOSED THAT GOA WOULD PROBABLY NOT COSPONSOR PROPSOAL 
FORWARDED IN REPTEL (B). EDWARDS PEELS A COMPLETELY NEW CONVENTION 
WITH NEW RULES ON CARGO SHOULD BE THE GOAL OF THE MEETING. HE 
ALSO SEES DIPFICULTY WITH THOSE COUNTRIES WHO AGREED TO CARGO 
PROVISION, BUT NOT ON THE GUATEMALA PROTOCOL CONCERNING 
PASSENGERS. 

2. EDWARDS MAINTAINED HE AND GOA NOT NEGATIVE ON PROPOSAL, MERELY 
NEUTRAL BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO HIM, HE WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO 
STUDY FULLY THE DRAPT PROPOSAL IN DEPTH SUFFICIENTLY TO GRASP ALL 
THE CONSEQUENCES; THEREFORE, PREFERS THIS NEUTRAL STANCE. 
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3. HOWEVER, DESPITE ABOVE, EDWARDS AGREED TO RECEIVING A COPY 
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OF THE FINAL TEXT AND PERHAPS BY THAT TIME A MORE POSITIVE 
POSITION WILL EMERGE. THEREFORE, IF DEPT FEELS IT WORTH 
GIVING TEXT TO EDWARDS IT SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO 
POST FOR ONWARD TRANSMISSION. 

BRAND 
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